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one of the most \ital spots of the earth because of the
canal-building enterprises of this era.
During the struggle of Hispanic America for independ-
ence several battles were fought on Panamanian soil. In
November 1S21, a local junta declared the region inde-
pendent of Spain and voted to join Gran Colombia, the
nation of Simon Bolivar. During the next eighty-two years
relations with the land of the Liberator were spasmodic.
On several occasions the Isthmus declared its independ-
ence of Bogota, and frequently the local administration
was fully autonomous. Technically the union was main-
tained, however, for most of this period, even with the
original state of Gran Colombia disintegrating. The
Isthmus did not reach a permanent parting of the ways
with Colombia until 1903, although it was a constant
center of revolutionary activity.1
Long political affiliation with the land of the Liberator
did not leave the traces one might logically expect. It is a
significant commentary that Panama does not have a pro-
nounced "Bolivarian** tradition. It is not a "Bolivarian"
state in the sense that Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador,
Peru, and Bolivia have been classed to be by eminent
authors. Of course Panamanian historians make much of
their country's link with the career of the Liberator,2 and
the outspokenly patriotic citizenry of die Isthmian Re-
public are also understandably proud of it. In the summer
of 1926 the Government of Panama called a Pan American
Congress to commemorate the Congress of Panama of
1826, which was largely instigated by Bolivar.3 At this 1926
meeting a huge statue of the Liberator was unveiled in
Panama City which had been erected pursuant to a reso-
lution passed in 1923 at the Inter-American Conference in
Santiago to thus honor Bolivar and to "commemorate his
prophetic vision in calling the Congress of 1826/** The